











The next generation of cloud computing will
support other technological innovations that

will drive business performance improvements:
Machine learning, artificial intelligence,
blockchain-as-a-service, and Internet of Things
(IoT) solutions will be some of the most important
technologies and tools to drive business change.
Companies should expect cloud providers

and integrators to adopt and adapt these new
technologies into cloud solutions.

The use of machine learning and artificial
intelligence, in particular, will drive major waves
of innovation and will reshape most industries
and organizations. Further, the integration of
machine learning with artificial intelligence
solutions will unlock rich user experiences with
natural language, digital assistants, and new
mobility experiences.

The importance of a comprehensive assessment.
Whether a company is planning a complete cloud
migration or deploying a hybrid model, ensuring
that a solid foundation is in place can help avoid
future costly issues. A holistic top-down and
bottom-up assessment of the enterprise can
provide critical data points to support any future
strategic decision. Examples include:

* Technical feasibility towards migration
* One-time costs

* Migration complexity

¢ Running cost comparisons

« Recommended cloud architecture

The outcome of any assessment should be

the right platforming whether that is a private

or public cloud, or a hybrid model. Special
consideration should be given to the wider
impacts of any cloud adoption on aspects of the
organization including:

* Business processes and people

+ Data integration

* Governance, risk and compliance

» Security, data jurisdiction and privacy
+ Ongoing management and SLAs



Conclusion: Reaping
greater strategic value
from the cloud

The case for moving to the cloud is strong.

Cloud offers organizations more flexibility along
with services that can scale with the enterprise’s
needs and promote rapid deployments while
providing access from anywhere with an Internet
connection. Cloud can unlock new capabilities,
enable digital transformation and provide greater
efficiency, helping companies enter new markets,
launch new products, or change business models
faster with lower infrastructure or maintenance
costs.

Choosing the right guide to assist you in the
journey is vital. Look for an optimal combination
of tools, methods, experience and skills.

Cloud is important, so it's important to get it
right. In the midst of dramatic business and
technology change, enterprises can look to
cloud service providers to manage the underlying
infrastructure, enabling a greater focus on
growing the business by leveraging the most up-
to-date technologies.

tSource: IDC FutureScape: Worldwide Cloud 2016 Predictions; Mastering the Raw Material of Digital Transformation.

2 http://www.chainlinkresearch.com/media/docs/original/The%20Cost%200f%20Delay.pdf
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About Hitachi Consulting

Hitachi Consulting is the global solutions and professional services organization within Hitachi Ltd., a
global innovation leader in industrial and information technology solutions and an early pioneer of the
Internet of Things. Hitachi Consulting is a business integrator for the |oT era and a catalyst for digital
transformation. Using our deep domain knowledge, we collaborate with clients to help them innovate
faster, maximize operational efficiency and realize measurable, sustainable business and societal value.
As a consulting-led solutions company, we can help you leverage data as a strategic asset to drive
competitive differentiation, customer loyalty and growth.
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